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The task of selecting material for such a text -book is of course a per- 
plexing one : it would be hard to find a field more affected by the embar- 
rassment of riches. It may be questioned whether this book does not allow 
the extended treatment of the family to crowd out other topics quite es- 
sential to even an elementary book: we look in vain for anything but 
incidental remarks upon the great social forces, as distinguished from 
the social forms through which they work; besides the student is likely, 
from mere stress of attention, to forget that business, the school, the 
state, and the church are also essential forms of human organization. 

The chapter on " The Problem of the Modern Family " seems open 
to some criticism. In the first place its real theme is not the modern 
family, but only one acute pathological aspect of it, divorce; marriage 
is treated only incidentally and very scantily; even under the discussion 
of remedies for the divorce evil, too little attention is paid to our lax 
marriage laws and customs, and to the probability that better regula- 
tion of marriage, both legally, ecclesiastically, and socially, is the most 
hopeful means of improving the situation as to divorce. Moreover, mar- 
riage appeals to a wholesome and natural interest of young people, and 
thus affords a far better approach to the problem of the family as a 
whole. 

The style is remarkably free from blemishes of any sort; it is clear 
and readable throughout. One special excellence with respect to the 
purpose of the book as an introductory text is the absence of all unneces- 
sary technical terms, a point in which it differs greatly from some books 
written for the same purpose. 

There is a wide-spread conviction that there must be an increase of 
the social sciences in the high school course: why could not such a book 
as this of Professor Ellwood's be used with classes in the last year of the 
secondary school? All the experts on adolescence tell us that the high 
school student is an intensely social creature, and that his mind is reach- 
ing out to grasp and comprehend his relations to his fellows. We believe 
that no branch of human knowledge would have a stronger appeal to the 
interest of high school youth and that none would more effectively stimu- 
late their powers of thought and reflection; certainly none could con- 
tribute more richly to their ability to escape fallacies and attain the 
truth in the questions they must meet later as citizens and members of 
community life. 

Edward O. Sisson. 

The University of Washington. 

On the Theory of the Infinite in Modern Thought. E. F. Jourdain. 
Longmans, Green, and Company. 1911. Pp. 55. 

This little volume contains two essays read at Oxford in 1905 and 
1908 respectively. The first, "The Problem of the Infinite and the 
Finite," was read before a meeting of women science students ; the second, 
"Pragmatism and a Theory of Knowledge," before a philosophical society. 

"The Problem of the Infinite and the Finite" is an exposition of 



PSYCHOLOGY AND SCIENTIFIC METHODS 501 

those modern mathematical researches that Russell and Royce have made 
familiar. We can summarize the conclusions and applications in the 
author's own words. " He [the mathematician] starts from the aggregate, 
which he analyzes into the finite and the infinite, and the latter he analyzes 
into the transfinite and the absolute " (p. 20) . " If the finite deals with 
numbers, and the transfinite with series of numbers, the absolute deals 
with series of series" (p. 21). "There is no greatest finite number, but 
there is a least transfinite number. . . . Beyond the transfinite we can not dis- 
cover in the absolute the idea of least or of greatest, . . . and in the absolute 
we can not trace any connection between cardinals and ordinals, i. e., it 
is possible to have an ordinal series to which there can be no corresponding 
cardinal number or type. ... all mathematical processes which find their 
goal in the absolute would find their annihilation there. No finite mathe- 
matical conception would be applicable to it" (pp. 21-23). "Some 
mathematicians think that it exists, but has no number. It is discovered 
by a logical process, but defies analysis and the application to it of the 
notion of number" (p. 23). * " Its [the absolute's] philosophical importance 
is great: the absolute is here, as elsewhere, the goal of human thought, 
and is the mathematician's name for the highest power discoverable by 
human reason" (p. 24). "How . . . would Hegel have rejoiced in a 
definition of thought and existence which would bridge over the logical 
gulf in his system ! Hegel asserted that thought and existence were one. 
. . . But the mathematician defines existence as something that is not 
self-contradictory. Thought, then, to him is a form of existence, for 
thought is not self -contradictory. . . . Hence, to say that non-contradiction 
is a fundamental condition of true thinking is as much as to say that it is 
a fundamental characteristic of real existence, and he identifies thought 
with reality" (pp. 24-25). Happy Hegel! 

As to the second essay: Pragmatism has three main difficulties. 
(1) It has no absolute. " The pragmatist considers that nothing is which 
is not a result of human action, and lowers the divine element to the 
result of human individual activity" (p. 32). But James is refuted by 
H. Jones, Ormond, and others. (2) It denies scientific law and logic, the 
latter by the help of logic. The pragmatist's assumption that laws may 
work although relative, is greater than the absolutist's assumption of 
faith. " Each day that the sun goes on rising finds the absolutist in a 
better philosophical position and the pragmatist in a worse, except on the 
assumption that the link between man and the external world is a false 
imagination " (p. 40). (3) It neglects the results of modern mathematical 
research, (a) Royee is right in asserting " that any consistent attempt to 
make an orderly arrangement of the terms of an infinite whole must lead 
to the indefinite regress. And he further shows the connection with the 
fact that an infinite series can be adequately represented by a part of 
itself" (pp. 43-44). (b) Keyser has shown the power of mathematical 
conceptions to overcome the seeming paradoxes of the Athanasian Creed. 

1 Yet we read (p. 13), "Philosophers, who have never attempted the 
analysis" — shade of Bradley! — "have been inclined to accept certain contradic- 
tions in their conception as inherent in the nature of infinity." 
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Even the antithesis between the omniscience of God and the freedom of 
man disappears " if we realize that from the point of view of infinities the 
dignity and power of omniscience remain the same, even if some part of 
experience is not yet drawn into the sphere of omniscience" (p. 47). 
(c) And now science needs the fourth, or rather nth, dimension of modern 
geometry, but why this helps out idealism or damns pragmatism the 
present writer fails to understand. 

Perhaps it would be unfair to subject these popular discourses to 
criticism. 

Harold Chapman Brown. 

Columbia University. 
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